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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON PRISONER RELEASE 

1 . THE FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE WAS PREPARED ON 
RELEASE OE EMERGENCY MEASURE PRISONERS: 

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THE ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE 
KOREAN GOVERNMENT THAT PRISONERS BEING HELD UNDER 
EMERGENCY MEASURE NINE WILL BE RELEASED? 

A. WE CLEARLY ARE GRATIFIED BY THE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THEY 
WILL BE RELEASED. THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE CONCERN IN 
KOREA, IN THIS COUNTRY, AND ELSEWHERE ABOUT THESE 
PRISONERS. 

Q. DID U.S. PRESSURE HAVE SOMETHING TO DO WITH THIS 
RELEASE? 
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A. THIS OBVIOUSLY WAS KOREAN GOVERNMENT DECISION AND 
WE WERE NOT INVOLVED. I WOULD NOTE, IN ANY CASE, THAT 
IT FOLLOWS BY SOME TEN DAYS A UNANIMOUS RESOLUTION BY THE 
KOREAN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY CALLING ON THE GOVERNMENT TO BE 
LENIENT WITH THE PRISONERS. 
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Q. WAS UNDER SECRETARY HABIB'S VISIT TO SEOUL RECENTLY 
CONNECTED WITH THIS MOVE BY THE KOREAN GOVERNMENT? 

A. NO. 

2. AT JULY 18 NOON BRIEFING DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN 
FOLLOWED PREPARED GUIDANCE. IN ADDITION WHEN ASKED IF THE 
U.S. DOES NOT FAVOR THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 
GENERALLY, HE REPLIED THAT WE HAVE STATED THAT POLITICAL 
RIGHTS ARE ONE OE THE RIGHTS WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT ALL 
OVER THE WORLD. ASKED ABOUT RECENT SPECIAL EXPRESSIONS 
OF CONCERN, HE SAID WE HAVE NOTED THIS ON A NUMBER OF 
OCCASIONS. 

3. SPOKESMAN TOOK QUESTION AS TO THE NUMBER OE PRISONERS 
BEING HELD. WE NOTE THAT PRESS REPORTS ABOUT 260 IN 
CUSTODY IN CONTRAST TO EARLIER EMBASSY REPORTS 
SIGNIFICANTLY LARGER THAN THIS. WOULD APPRECIATE 
LATEST ESTIMATE OE THOSE STILL BEING HELD. VANCE 
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